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The SIG continues to have an active and growing membership, including EECERA members 

and international researchers with interests in digital childhoods, multimodality, STEM, AI, 

play, pedagogy, digital technologies, digital leadership, and the impact on children’s everyday 

lives. 

 

 

1.​ Aim of the SIG:  

 

The SIG aims to provide an international forum for researchers, educators, and practitioners 

interested in digital childhoods, multimodality, and STEM in early childhood education. The 

SIG supports critical and research-informed dialogue about young children’s experiences 

with digital technologies, digital play, multimodal meaning-making, STEM learning, 

professional digital competence, ethical pedagogical practices, and the changing conditions 

of childhood in increasingly digitalised societies. 

The SIG seeks to promote collaboration across countries, theoretical traditions, and 

methodological approaches, and to support the development of high-quality early childhood 

research that is attentive to children’s voices, rights, participation, and lived experiences. 

 

2.​ Activities 2024-2025: 

Publications, meetings, networking, cross-national collaboration, symposiums. 
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During 2024–2025, the SIG continued to support international networking and knowledge exchange 

among researchers working in the fields of digital childhoods, multimodality, and STEM. Activities 

included maintaining communication with SIG members, sharing relevant research and conference 

opportunities, and strengthening links between researchers with shared interests in children’s digital 

lives, technology-rich pedagogies, STEM practices, and ethical questions related to digitalisation in 

early childhood education. 

The SIG also continued to provide a space for discussion of emerging research themes, including 

children’s digital and multimodal meaning-making, the role of educators in mediating digital 

practices, professional digital competence, generative AI in early childhood education, and the 

relationship between digital technologies, play, creativity, and inclusion. 

 

3.​ Future activities:  

Publications, meetings, networking, cross-national collaboration, symposiums  

In the coming year, 2025-2026, the SIG plans to continue strengthening its role as an international 

forum for research, dialogue, and collaboration on digital childhoods, multimodality, AI, and STEM in 

early childhood education. 

The SIG will have an active role in the 34th EECERA conference in Portugal. A key planned activity is a 

SIG preconference event on 24 August 2026, from 10.00 to 15.00, focusing on digital competence in 

early childhood education. The hybrid preconference event will address themes such as digital 

competence for early childhood teachers, children’s voices in AI and generative AI practices, the 

development of children’s digital competence, STE(A)M inquiry practices, and technology-enhanced 

play. Presentations from Norway, Greece, and Australia will ensure vibrant discussions and strong 

engagement. We have organized five symporia for EECERA 2026. 

The SIG also plans to continue developing opportunities for networking, knowledge exchange, and 

collaboration among members. This may include webinars, collaborative symposia, publication 

initiatives, and continued sharing of members’ research. Particular attention will be given to emerging 

questions concerning generative AI, children’s participation and agency in digital practices, ethical 

and inclusive technology use, STEM learning, professional digital competence, and multimodal 

pedagogies. 

The SIG will also continue to support early-career researchers and encourage cross-national dialogue 

between researchers, teacher educators, and practitioners working with digital technologies, STEM, 

AI, and multimodality in early childhood education. 
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4.​ Networks established with other institutions and organisations:  

The SIG’s work is also connected to broader international research and development 
initiatives related to digitalisation, professional digital competence, generative AI, and early 
childhood education. These links support knowledge exchange across institutions and 
contribute to the development of collaborative research, publications, and conference 
activities. In this year’s preconference, the SIG has connected with people from the Australian 
ARC centre of excellence (‘The digital child’) and with the Technical University of Crete 
from Greece. Both connections will present their early childhood education work at the event. 

 

5.​ How do the SIG’s activities fit with the aims and ethos of EECERA: 
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The SIG’s activities align closely with the aims and ethos of EECERA by promoting 
high-quality, critical, and international research in early childhood education. The SIG 
supports cross-national collaboration, theoretical and methodological diversity, and dialogue 
between researchers at different career stages. 

The SIG is grounded in a commitment to children’s rights, participation, inclusion, and 
democratic early childhood education. Its focus on digital childhoods, multimodality, AI, and 
STEM contributes to EECERA’s wider aim of advancing research that responds to 
contemporary societal changes and supports young children’s learning, wellbeing, and agency. 
By creating a forum for critical discussion of digital technologies and emerging developments 
such as generative AI, the SIG contributes to ethical, reflective, and socially responsible 
research in early childhood education. 

 

 

 


